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WCA Wisconsin Career Academy

Acceptable Use Policy for Computer and Internet Usage

The computer network and Internet is an electronic highway afforded to all students of Wisconsin Career Academy connecting thousands of computer networks all over the world with millions of individual subscribers. The use of the Internet puts current information at the user's fingertips. The Internet provides access to electronic mail, college and university libraries, museums, and a chance to exchange information with people throughout the world. 

The intent of this policy is to insure that the computers and Internet is used properly for educational purposes, to facilitate diversity and personal growth in technology, to learn information-gathering skills. There are generally accepted rules of etiquette when using the Internet. The computers and their services at Wisconsin Career Academy are provided for the responsible use of the students. Student user privileges may be curtailed or revoked at any time at the discretion of the administration and teachers. Guidelines for acceptable use include but are not limited to the following and should not contradict to the student handbook:  

Each student will be assigned a username and password, which are confidential and should not be shared. Accepting WCA Internet and Computer Acceptable Use Policy will activate student permissions.

Your user ID and password are keys to accessing computers and Internet. In the wrong hands, your password and User ID can be used to impersonate you on line and take unauthorized action in your name. Accordingly, except for authorized school system employees, it is against WCA policy for anyone to disclose and User ID or password, including their own, or to have, use, or attempt to use any other person's User ID or password under any circumstances. If you believe that anyone has learned your User ID or Password, you should inform your teacher.

Students are responsible for the assigned computer. User will notify the teacher or lab supervisor for any problem that the assigned computer has.

WCA and teachers cannot be held accountable for any damages suffered including loss of data resulting from delays, non-deliveries, service interruptions, or inaccurate information. It is students’ responsibility to keep their files and work safe.

Users will not intentionally seek information on, obtain copies of, or modify files, other data, or passwords belonging to other users. A student will not represent him or herself as another user.
The student will adhere to the laws, policies, and rules governing computers including, but not limited to, copyright laws, rights of software publishers, license agreements, and a student's right of privacy created by federal and state law.
The student has the responsibility to respect the integrity of computing systems. For example, users will not develop or use programs that harass other users or infiltrate a computer or computing system. A student will not damage or alter any software, any computer or any computing system on or through the Internet.
It is the student's responsibility to keep computer viruses off any school equipment. The student will be held accountable for any attempt to install and/or run a computer virus. 
The student exercising his/her right to use the Internet, as an educational resource will also accept the responsibility for monitoring all materials received under his/her user name

All communication and/or information made or obtained using school computer network has no privacy. Students have no right of privacy with their folders or documents. WCA reserves the right to view all student work, examine their e-mails, monitor and log any computer activity and take appropriate action if necessary.

The student will accept the responsibility for not accessing, processing or storing pornographic material, inappropriate text files, or files dangerous to the integrity of the network. 
It is the student's responsibility to maintain the integrity of the electronic mail system. The student is responsible for all mail received under his/her user name. The student has the responsibility to make only those contacts leading to educational growth through the Internet. The student is responsible for monitoring all e-mail received for pornographic material, inappropriate information, or files that are potentially dangerous to the integrity of the school's computer network system. The student who receives objectionable material will report it immediately to the lab supervisor. 

Students will use computer and Internet by the permission of the teacher/lab supervisor related with the lesson. Game playing either on the local computer or on-line, viewing or participating in any 'Chat Room' activity, conducting any kind of personal business transactions.

It is the student's responsibility to report immediately any misuse of the network to the lab supervisor. Misuse can come in many forms. It is commonly viewed as any message sent or received that indicates or suggests pornography, unethical or illegal solicitation, racism, sexism, or inappropriate language. 
All illegal activity is prohibited, and WCA will cooperate fully with any law enforcement officials and/or agencies investigating and/or prosecuting such activities. 

WCA reserves the right to establish additional rules and take appropriate actions to implement this policy.
I have read the “Acceptable Use Policy” and understand that computer and/or Internet privileges may be suspended or revoked. I agree to abide by all of the rules and regulations of the “Acceptable Use Policy” and understand that I may be asked to prove that I have been granted computer and/or Internet privileges. A signature on the Agreement Form located in the parent/Student Handbook is considered as agreement to this document. 

NON-SCHOOL HOURS USE OF COMPUTER NETWORK AND/OR INTERNET:
· No student will use the school’s computers for any purpose during non-school hours without explicit permission from a WCA staff member.
INAPPROPRIATE COMPUTER / INTERNET USE:

· The following actions are forbidden and will result in sanctions if they occur:

1. Sending, receiving or printing offensive messages or images. 

2. Using obscene, insulting or threatening language when corresponding with another user. 

3. Consciously damaging computers, computer systems or computer networks, either through physical abuse or the use of software. 

4. Violating copyright laws. 

5. Using the password or identity of another. 

6. Unauthorized reading or reviewing the files of another user. 

7. Employing the Internet for commercial purposes. 

Student
I have read the above policy and agree to abide by the provisions. I understand that 
violation of the policy may result in suspension or revocation of system access.
Student’s Signature __________________________________________ Date _______________

Parent
I have read the above policy regarding my child’s computer usage at WCA.  I agree and accept responsibility for my child’s adherence to the aforesaid rules and for my child’s access to networks on the Internet and usage of the computer equipment.
I hereby release WCA, its Administration, operators, and any institutions with which they are affiliated from any and all claims and damages of nature arising from my child’s use of, or inability to use, the system, including without limitation, the type of damage identified in the School’s policy and administrative regulations. 
Parent/Guardian’s Name (Print): ____________________________________ Date: _________

Parent/Guardian’s Signature: _____________________________________________________

