Dean of Students Report -- Mr. Dawursk – 10/16/07

1) Spoke with Mr. Allen Prochnow, COO of Concordia University about a partnership with WCA.  The e-mail was also sent to Dr. Ferry, Concordia president.  The letter follows:

It was my pleasure to talk with you last week about a possible educational partnership with Concordia University.  Wisconsin Career Academy, as a 275 student MPS charter middle school and high school, offers you the opportunity to again be involved with an ongoing inner city public school program, and it offers WCA the expertise of your school's fine educators and curriculum.  As we discussed in our phone call, here are the four areas we are initially interested in: 

 

1) An ongoing professional training and advanced degree program for our faculty and staff.  We are interested in your college conducting regular in-services for our 30+ member faculty and staff. We also desire to offer an advanced degree program to our staff at our expense. 

2) An advanced college level curriculum for our high school seniors.  We desire to offer select courses for college credit to our college bound seniors.  We would be very interested in being apart of a cue-net style program similar to what is currently being offered at several Lutheran high schools and between Concordia campuses. We would invest in the necessary hardware for the cyber-classrooms, interactive live cameras and remote-site instructors needed for such a program. 
3) We would like to be one of your satellite campuses. As our site is conveniently located across from the Milwaukee airport with the convenience of local expressways, and as we offer modern classrooms and large meetings areas, we could offer Concordia a centrally located educational site on the south side of Milwaukee.  This would give you easy access to students in South Milwaukee, Franklin, Oak Creek, Racine,  -- and even Chicago (we are right off of I-94). We would also consider modifying our facility to allow for your additional needs.  If a cue-net technology were included, we could even offer a congruent simulcast site for some of your most popular courses.   
4) We want Concordia to use our school as a student teacher site.  The inclusion of our school into your educator practicum program will positively expose your future teachers to the rigorous needs of inner-city students.  Our populous is approximately 40% African American, 35% Hispanic, 10% Caucasian, and 15% Asian, Indian, American Indian, Arab, and others.  In a city called the second most segregated city in America (Newsweek), it is amazing to see how at WCA our diversity has become our most significant asset. Your students will appreciate how well our students get along with each other.  The addition of your teachers on our campus would increase our school's creative techniques, input fresh ideas, and allow our students to be exposed to the most current teaching strategies available. Your partnership with our experienced staff would benefit us both.
 

Again, let me express my extreme gratitude for the conversation I had with you and your associate last week. I truly see the potential for a groundbreaking and momentous partnership. My executive director, administrative staff, and I look forward to meeting with you in person soon as we seek out mutual benefits for the students we teach.  Thank you again.  I will call you this week and arrange for an on-site visit either here or at Concordia.

 
2) Have been evaluating “Discipline Tracker” discipline software; have found it to be easy to use and equip with multiple reports and data beneficial for our school

3) Booked Milwaukee Brewer Marcus Hanel for a presentation on Tuesday, October 23 at 10 AM.  We will need a check for $300 for his presentation.

4) Our department got all of the discipline folders up to date for the past two years. They are now located near the “cum-files” in the conference room.  Each Friday, I will be giving Teresa the new letters and referrals for the week and she will file them into the folders.  

5) Statistics for October 1-15:

a. 3 Discipline Essays

b. 10 After school Detentions in my office (this does not include classroom detentions arraigned by a teacher)

c. 13 Suspension ( per incident)

d. 55 Alternative Learning Center (ALC) Consequences (per incident)

e. 43 Dress Code Referrals

f. 26 In-person parent conferences

g. 39 Student sick issues

h. 53 Phone calls home (not including student calls)

i. 9 Locker issues

6) Student Council Motions for administrative approval:

a. A Halloween candy bag sold by student council during lunch periods.  Orders are taken and deliveries would be during 7th hour on October 31st.  All profits go to a non-profit Breast Cancer Research organization at the Medical College of Wisconsin.

b. Harvest Dance (sock hop) Friday, November 2, 2007 starting 6th period.  Students may dress down that day (with appropriate pass) for a $1.00 pre-paid “dress-down” fee.  Profits will go toward the cost of the DJ and decorations. (Announcement Below)

c. Allow students to dress-up on Wednesday, October 24th as a Halloween event

i. Rules similar to last year will be enforced:

· No costumes depicting or promoting murder or murderers, no blood or gore, no extreme demonic or satanic references.
· No inappropriate costumes (examples of “inappropriate” include but are not limited to: promoting or displaying overt sexuality; promote drug or illegal substances, smoking, or controversial subject manners; includes unacceptable words, symbols, or pictures of grotesque or violent behavior; contains or promotes slanderous, racial, bullying or gang-related concepts)
· No props – you can not carry anything with your costume (including play guns, knives, sun glasses, saws, swords, dolls, purses, bottles, bats, golf clubs, footballs, food, magic wands, etc)

· Appropriate costumes include: Super heroes – Batman, Robin, Superman, Scooby Doo, the Fantastic Four; Disney Characters – a Disney princess, Prince Charming, Stitch, The Nutty Professor; Historic Characters – George Washington, Cleopatra, a pirate, a cowboy, a knight, Queen Elizabeth, King Arthur, the Statue of Liberty ; Cultural Costumes – a Viking, Zorro, Canadian Mounted Police; Television / Movie Characters – Bart Simpson, Napoleon Dynamite, Darth Vader ; Sports Characters: football player, Milwaukee Brewer, Tiger Woods;  Animals – monkey, bear, cat Literature Characters – Frankenstein, Dracula, Harry Potter, Charlotte (spider)

· A shirt must be worn at all times with your costume (sorry no Rocky characters or New Born Babies)

· A prize will be given to the best costume based upon a positive message or influence, creativity and presentation. 

· If you have any questions about acceptable costumes, see Mr. Dawursk BEFORE Wednesday.  Inappropriate costumes will require removal or ALC. 

7) Student Council’s Executive Board is: 

· Joanna Karpowitz  (Homecoming / Prom & Board Chairperson)

· Tilda Hierl (Community Service Committee Chairperson)

· Corrinna Brown (Fund Raising Committee Chairperson)

· Yvette Torres / Nadia Vann (Spirit / PR Committee Chairperson)

· Victor Promotor Aguirre (M.A.P. / Teacher Relations Committee Chairperson)

· Bionca Cobb (Social Committee Chairperson)

· Samara Cook (CCC Committee Chairperson)

· Precious Raspberry (School Trip Committee Chairperson). 

Announcement: ATTENTION STUDENTS:

On Friday, November 2, 2005, in celebration of the fall season, student council is offering WCA students an opportunity to deviate from the school dress code and raise money at the same time.
The “Show Your Colors” passes may be purchased Wednesday and Thursday in the lunch room, however, the special dress code is ONLY FOR FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 2ND.  Dress code passes cost $1.00.  The money will be used for student council activities and for the Harvest Dance Friday afternoon.
The dress code pass will allow WCA students to wear regularly school approved clothes styles but in the colors of orange, black or white.  Please note that except for the approved colors, the school dress code policies still apply.  That means words on the shirts and pants are still examples of inappropriate clothes.
We hope that our students will have fun with the slight deviation from our dress code while still respecting our school decorum.  So, bring your dollar tomorrow and thanks in advance for your support.       WCA Student Council

