From: Mr. Dawursk [mailto:dawursk@wiscca.org] 
Sent: Thursday, April 17, 2008 2:49 PM
To: Staff
Cc: baranztw@milwaukee.k12.wi.us; sommertm@milwaukee.k12.wi.us
Subject: Friday Schedule
Thank you for all you do to make this school so wonderful!  You are making a difference and you are sincerely appreciated.
I am writing to tell you about our plans for Friday (tomorrow).  We will be having a 30-40 minute memorial ceremony starting at 11:00 Am in the gym.  While the focus is to remember our fellow teacher and friend Dean Opicka , it is also a ”teachable moment” to educate our students about citizenship and dedication to our flag and country.  Therefore the ceremony will include aspects of both.  Below is a tentative schedule.  Be aware, this is not set in stone yet.  

At present, Dean’s fiancé, room mate and possibly his family may attend.  The superintendent of MPS William G. Andrekopoulos will also be here.  Governor Doyle’s office has also said that he and his wife (who was a teacher) may also attend.  We also expect many outside visitors and soldiers from Mr. Opicka’s Fox Company.  Therefore, we are asking all staff to dress-up for this event.  Ties and coats if possible for the men.  During the event, we will designate at least 6 teachers with “sergeant of arms” duty to quickly escort students who are disruptive out of the room.  We want to make this event as perfect as possible.  I will be giving every teacher an assigned seat and all of the teachers will participate in the candle ceremony.   I will be making an announcement via the PA around 5th hour explaining the importance of the ceremony and our desire for excellent behavior.  Please do the same in your classes.  

As for the funeral, that is also not set in stone.  Please tell the students that we will have school on Monday.  Whenever the funeral is, we will provide transportation for some students and faculty to attend; however, we are not canceling school.   Thank you again for all of your support now and throughout this year.  – Mr. Dawursk

Tentative Schedule for Friday, April 18, 2008
10:45 Am – Office will release students by classrooms via PA

11:00 Am -- Program begins

Mr. Dawursk will host the ceremony.

Program sequence – 

         Soft Intro Music: “God Bless America” 

        Procession of color guard as drum plays [need drummer; guard coordinated by Tim Baranzyk, a Vietnam Marine Vet who is currently an MPS teacher at Vincent High School.  Drummers are students at Vincent HS.]

         Soloist: - Amazing Grace sung by WCA student SHARMAINE ADDISON

         Introduction of Mr. Opicka’s Life:  Mr. Kaman will read obituary based upon Journal article during Power Point of pictures of Dean

         Poetry on a “dedication” or teacher theme read by a student [we still need a poem and a student]

         “Pledge of Allegiance” spoken by students

         Wreaths presented by Armed Forces (hung next to picture); 

         Gun salute (heard from outside of building); colors retired 

         “What is a soldier in Iraq” -- Students read essays they wrote in Ms. Becker’s class (the teacher who subbed for Mr. Opicka’s class while he was in Iraq)

         Introduction of dignitaries and reading of condolences

        Possibly comments by Katy Bonkoski (Fiancé), Melissa Schinker (roommate), and/or a family member [possibly a reading from a letter written by Mr. Opicka]

         Designated students and faculty members speak about Mr. Opicka’s life [These are to be screened in advance; Mr. Hansen has contacted a few graduated senior who also may speak]

         Candle Ceremony with trumpet [Symbolic of how one soldier’s light continues to glow in the hearts, minds and memories of all of us. The center candle near the picture easel will be lit when students arrive.  Staff will take a candle, light it from  the center candle and walk down the aisles.] 
The Superintendent reads the following:

o   “Today we remember the life of a man who was more than a soldier – he was also a teacher, a mentor, a fiancé, a son – and most of all, our friend.  While he may have died defending our country, his light and the impact he made on our school lives on.  Dean Opicka’s light continues to shine in the hearts, minds and memories of everyone he touched.  Please pause for a moment of silence to reflect on this fallen hero or give a prayer of thanks for his service to our country and especially to our school, Wisconsin Career Academy.”
         Silent time -- Taps Played [Lights are gradually turned off until only the candles are burning]  

         “Thank you for Coming”; Students released by sections; Marine Corp Theme song played as participants exit

 11:40 Am – Lunch in Cafeteria

